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ſervice of God —— 05 — 


care of him from his inſchoy, and had the pleafure 


do obſerve ch u happy inclination im hien d f- 


ety and virtue, even in his tender years, as an 

his expectations. He very ſoon put away childiſh | 
zunning the cotnpany of tho of 
amuſements, He now began to ok into the hi- 
ble, and took a peculiar pleaſure in reading; the hi- 
torical parts of it, curiouſy inquiritig into che u- 
ture of the Moſaic exonomy, and warited to be 
fatisfied, why the Femif6 factifices and other beru- 
' monies were now aboliſhed. This inquiry tet him 
vpen prying mm 


EF 1 


4 


2 2 
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ns and. and 4 afforded hm i infinite alight As fon. | 

| | authors, he was 
charm'd with the ſpeeches and debates of the Roe 

man ſenate, and was. wont-to fetire with ſome of 
the moſt ingenious of his fellows, to make little o- 
rations debate on ſeveral points; and perſonate the 
ſenatoxs, Not only d did he loye.ſermons, but take 

a pleaſure in writing down ſuch paſſages as affected 
him moſt, T 


+ 


Such was his wie for knowledge in religious F; 
things, chat when c egymen; and other learned ind 
grave FELL we met in his father's houſe," he 

gave the utmoſt attention ta their converſation, 
Flaving made himſelf miaſter of the latin language; 
be applied to the greet. and hebreꝛu, in both Which 
he made ſuch progreſs, that they much aſſiſted him 
in the ſtudy of the holy ſcriptures, on which, he #2: 
now beſtow'd a conſiderable part of his time. He 
allotted particular hours for en ark the aer 
of the nee, 2 177 bt Fu F 


| 

; 

At the 05 of: altern, b. 15 5 the. eee 7 

where he behav'd with great modeſty, ſobriety and 
application. Ile diſlik d the philoſophy then 

|  Savght; and-endeavoured after a thorough. kno-w. 1 

lege of natural philoſophy; that phifoſophy, which I: 

1 


cqhas now happily got ſuch footing in the world, and 

| tends to enlarge the faculties. In conſequence: of © 
w, we may here abſerve, that when he was yet but 
About 2 * Mens the reflexions. 
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ven lle performance, not deſigned for. the prefs, and 
2 of them left unkiniſhed, yet they breathe for 
ſo much devotion, and ſuch an exalted foul, ag: 
muſt conyince us, his een, was here 
ven. 5 meien Z Ale 
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As to the third and fourth! TER i al 
for the ſex being founded in virtue and eng 
Kuſtom the character in the An 


ate. is 


. 13 al the meetings concerning the commence? | 
ments, he was.unanimoully, choſen preſident, and 
had a fingular deference paid to his judgment. Na 
ſooner had he finiſhed his courſes, but: he was pro- 
. moted to the regency; where, he made conſcience | 
2 of his duty in training up the youth under his care, 
in ſuch principles of learning and virtue, as might. | | 
; render them ornaments to chuxch and Rate. When 
any diviſions and animoſities happened in the ſo. 
4 clety, he was yery inſtrumental in. reconciling, and 
s bringing them to a good underſtanding. He maln: 
tain'd his authority among the ſtudents, in ſuch A, 
| way, as to keep chen in ape, and at the fame time, 
Kin their, love. and-efteem, . unde evenings were, 
Jpent y With his ſcholars, in diſcourfing againſt vice. 
and impiety « of al kinds, and encouraging ee 
in principle and practice. He allotted 2 .confide 
. ee poor 3 1 
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* br Cr wat be was © 
the age of twenty three ordain'd into the miniſtry, 
and ſettled at Auchterleſi, a ſmall village about twen= 
ty miles om Aberdeen, Here his zeal and fitneg 
for Nis great maſter's ſervice, were eminently difs 
play d. He catechis'd with great plainnef and af 
Alon, and us d the moſt endearing methods to 
recommend religion to his hearers. He endra- 
your'd to bring them to a cloſe attendance on pub- 
lic worthip; and joir'd' with them, kimſelß at the 
beginning of it. 'He- reviv' the uſe of lodtiires, 
booking on it as very -ediffiing to comment uport, 
and expound large portidns of ſeripture. And tho? 
he endur d ſeverat outward inconveniencies, yet he- 
bore it with much contentedneſs of mind. But aa 
God had deſign ' tim for an eminent ſtation, Where 
he could be of more univetfil uſe in lis church, 
He was remo d from his private charge to that of 
| training up youth for the holy miniſtry, and the 
care of ſouls. In the twenty fifth year of his age 
he was admitted profeſſor of divinity in the 
college Aberdeen, and de d wert unanimo 
in their choice, yet le nuch declin'd a ſtation of 
ſuch importance, from a' modeſt ſenſe of his unfit» 
nefy for it. And as he had been an ornament to 
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" | After he had guarded bis ſtudents againſt the com? 

mon artifices of the Ramiſb miſſionaries in making 
proſelytes, he propos d two ſubjects: for public - 
exerciſes; che one, of the paſtoral care, the other of 
caſuiſtical divinity; but there were no debates he 
was more cautious to meddle with, than the decrees 
of God: . ſecret. things belong to Gas, and things ras, 
vealed, to us and our children, e es N 
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We S this ſhort account of Mr. Scougat's 
15 would be very agreeable to ſuch as had no op- 
portunity of ſeeing the character drawn of him by 
Dr. George Gairden. The inward diſpoſitions of 
This excellent man, are beſt ſeen in his writing 
and the whole of his outward behaviour and con- 
verſation, was the conſtant practice of what he 
preached: the concurring teſtimony of ſeveral per- 
ſons who knew him, and are, yet alive in Alerdern, 
aſſure us of it. How unſuitable then would pane- 
gyric be, where the ſubject was full of humility ? 
and chereſore let it ſuffice to ſay, that after he be- 
gan to appear publickly, you ſee: him, as a regent, 
earneſt, at once to improve his ſcholars in human 
and ſacred letters: "as A paſtor, he ceaſed not to 
preach the word, to exhort, to reprove, and rebuke 
with all authority: and as proſeſſor of divinity; he 
beſtowed the utmoſt pains to convince the. candiy, . 
dates for the miniſtry, of the weight and impbr- 
tance of that high office; not to be followed ſor 
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His private life, how meek, how charitable; and how 
ſelf-denied ? how diſintereſted in all things, how 


reſigned to the divine will ? and above al, how res 
Hned'hisſentiments'with regard to the love of God? 


Ho amiable muſt he then appear? how worthy 


of imitation, and of the univerſal regrete at his 
death? In this light we fee clearly, E ore 


ry of the Juft i ts bleſſed, 


began to be impaired by inceſſant ſtudy, and about 


the twenty ſeventh year of his age, he fell into a 
conſumption, which waſted him by flow degrees. 


But during the whole time of his ſickneſs, he be- 
haved with the utmoſt refignation j nor did be e- 
nme 


When Bin friends: Sande 46 Vt lm he would 
87. & he had reaſon to blefs God it was no worſe 
with him than it was.” And, fays he, when 
you have the charity to remember me in your prayers, 
dd nat think me a better man than I um ; but look on 
me, as indeed I am, a miſerable finer, Upon the 
' thirteenth day of June, 1678, he died, in the great- 


eſt calmneſs, in the twenty eight year of his age} 
and was buried in the King's College-Church in Old 


and the filyation of men. Again, if we confidet 


wa to add, that his health 
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b Epiſcepi ther donenſi s Wien 1 3 
Pbiloſenbiæ in hac ACADEMIA ROA. 
Per Quadriennium, totidemque annis 
Didem theolagiæ Profeſſor : 
* | Ecilefe in Auchterleſs, uno anno interflite, Poſter, | 
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f Multa in tam breviſſimo curriculo 

Diqdicit, præſtitit, docuit, _ 
N Cœli avidus, & cœlo maturus, 
; Obiit Anno Dom. M De ETI. 
5 Ctatis fue xxvrxr. e vl 
; E. hic e mortalitatis poſuit; 33 
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His father, Mr, Patrick Scougal, was miniſter alt 
Salton, and afterwards, biſhop of Aberdeen, He N 
was married to Margaret Niem, daughter to a 
gentleman in Ffe, by whom he had three ſons and ! 
two daughters. John Scougal, the eldeſt fon, was 
I commiſſary of Aberdeen. Henry Scougal, of whom 
t | | We baye already made mention, was the * 


. c 


. — 
* 


The youngeſt ſon James, was made commiſſary, 
at his eldeſt brother's death; Which. office he ſold 


O86 4 94 I 


to Mr. Robert Paterſon, father to the preſent co 
miſſary of Aberdeen: he then went. to 7 
where he was made one of the ſenators of the col- 
lege of juſtice, by the title of lord Vbhitebill. Ka- 
tharine Scougal, eldeſt daughter, was married to A 
lexander Scrogie, biſhop of Argyle ; and Jean, the 
youngeſt daughter, was married to Mr, Patrick 
Sibbald, one of the miniſters of Aberdeen, | - 
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REFLEXION: . 


On the fad Rohr bf the Death of a larne eee 


7 7 


vs Friend, Novem. 1. 1668. 5 


* a ©0D Gd how are Br hee 
Gr qiered with misfortunes ? do not our 
} greateſt comforts make way for ſad ca- 
| Wh rent. ? "What were our lives, if not 

98 2 g DN ſweetned with converſe? and whatdoth 
Friendſhip, but, expoſe . us as à larger mark for the 
ſhafts'of miſery; where we. are often e in an 
nother perſon?? ae 
— | The pureſt cryſtal is the 0nelt crack, Wille the 

b charter metal can endure Wie. hat brittle 

cage was much too narrow, long to incloſe 9 4 

whoſe ſoaring wing required a larger vola 

— did that noble captive prefage the ruin o an. com 
I prison, while others doom' d it ſtrongenough to hola 
out an ordinary tempeſt, But fince,it were à ſe 
neſs inconſiſtent with true friendſhip, (if I may a 
ſpire to fo levelling à relation) to envy or 8 
his happy condition, tho' join'd With e | 
Ibs, F ſeave him in the ſweet embraces of that oo 

6 rious faint, whoſe mournfu-funeralshe lately — Þ 
t brate with many learned tears, and ſhall reſerve.a - 
om in my n e N _ 
perfection or 
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REFLEXION n. 2 


On the fight of the fang Perſon whom 7 Jad f. cos 
cluded to be dead, Novem. 10. when I had och bon 
70 RE it him at bis Houſe. | 


Ys PPY diſappointment! to ſee him yet a 45 
lire, whom ſome days I had buried in my 
| pprehenſions. 3 
But did my haſty paſſion extort the laſt reflex a 
jon? and may not the welcome fruſtration of my 
former thoughts ſupply me with freſh ones??? 

I be uncertainty. of our intelligence at ſo ſmall 2 
diſtance, where we have the advantage of continu» 
41 commerce, may juſtly make us ſuſpe& thoſe oral 
4 ttaditions, wherewith the Popiſo party. would un- 
derprop their tottering opinions: . ſuch open chan 
nels being ſo expoſed to that noxious mire, where- 
Uith ignorance or intereſt might eaſily pallute them. 
8 But yet the variety of ſyrups and electuaries that 

| have, fo transformed this virtuoſo's library into an a- 
4 5. $ ſhop, ſuggeſt unto. me a ſhrewd ſuſpici- 
| on; chat the report hath not been altogether. deſti+- iſ 
ale of a foundation : yea, even and theſe who had 
E 2270 and pains of attending him in his vi- 
3 Kit le ver, do inform, that his ſoul had once reti- 
ted ſo cloſely, as to ſhun, the ſearch of his moſt lo- 
| ving friends. © Or rather, may I fay, that not being 
fatisfied' with a TR Yew of the heavenly. Cana- 
18 an, ſhe had taken flight over Jardan, to ſpy out the 
land, from whence ſhe bath, no doubt, Caleb-like, 
| returned with, Let i 4e up, and take it, Bleſled be 
1 | dhe. who: hath yet a While pent up this heaven- 
1 born flame into an earthen lantharn, from whence }. 
* receive its conubortable influence. RE. 


n 


RRR, ,, . 


res «- 
— CP — — 
3 n 
—— 


—— 


- 1 
+ 


— 


= ent 
— — r ER * — 
— * * — — — e. 
» -_ 2 ** — — 


—*— 


1 — — q ** 2 > aw Ix * 
—— — — > 2 Ly 2 — v SE WV > 2 A og CG OM Po + * * # 


1. 540 . N 190 fy 


— 


'REF 1 E 27 5H i IE — 


2 * Thoughts, 'oceaſraned by the Dip: a 
ment of an important Deen. Septem. 7. 
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ow ſuddenly is my ſoul ſurpriſed by dale 
4 - diſmal emotions ! into what depth of trou- 

* am I plunged by the unſuſpected deſeat of my 

4; — Had my infant deſires been ſtrangled in the 
4 

1y 


birth; they, no doubt, ſhould have expired with ſew- 
er pangs; for no ſooner was this paſſion admitted 
by me, but it ſeemed to be authoriſed by ſome ſpe- 
cial providence, pointing at, and recommending the 
deſign. I look upon, as a great occaſion to my pre- 
{ent misfortune,' that I am deſtitute of a ſtiend, by 
whoſe diſeretion J might be guided, till the cloud 
be diſpelled, herewith my mind is overcaſt, and 
in whoſe boſom. I might vent theſe reſentments, 
whieh being pent up, do ſcorch me with the grea- 
ter heat; whereby I muſt have recourſe to that pi - 
tiſul ſhift, committing my thoughts to paper, Which 
may by chance diſcloſe, them, unleſs I would: be at 
pains to-conjure. it to ſecrecy by means of - unuſual 
Ny bel is to call in.the affitance.of priocitlcs 
| is to call in 
whi _ religion and morality afford- an les 
Never had: paſſion ſo blinded me, as to male de 
expect abſolute ſatisſaction in the ſucceſs of that 
project. I could eaſily foreſee ſeveral inconyenien- 
cies which muſt needs have attended it; nor did I 
doubt but there lurked a great more, 2 to 
be diſcerned before enjoyment. * 
taught me, that it is tha — — 
erer york 8 e 
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man felicities. 
mm che troubles of that condition L aimed at, in mol⸗ 


after longer aequaintance, it ſnould have 


. W 
the diſtance conceals thoſe many aſperities which a 
Kearer aj .dotli tray; which made me cone 
clude, that Werl is no ſmall ingredient in hu- 
then employ the ſorces o 
my reſolution, which were intended to bear me uy 


lifying the reſentment of my preſent loſs. 
What know I, but this providence, which to 
rejudicated fancy, can 


your; by that God, whoſe prerogative it is to fore. 
fee future events, and who doth often befriend us 


inthecifappointment of our moſtpromiſing deſigns? 
jo n wy are we in the purſuit of happineſs, that. 
we the diſpoſal of our own affairs, we ſhould 

unluckily plunge our ſelves into inextricable cala- 
mities: it is but reaſonable we fhould refer: the con- 
duc of our fortunes to infinite wiſdom who gover- 


netk the ſpacious. world, wheteof we, and perhaps 
all te inhabitants of the "inferior glode, my puts 
y iriconſiderable portion. i thn dfhe 

t whatever might have been the other ene 


in wearing my defites-from it, makes me. ſear, that 


gone near to 

enhance that 'meafure of my affections which is due 
to no finite object; and I have no reaſon to com- 
ꝓlain, if Þ eſcape 10 dangerous a ſrare, tho it werd 
by means of harſher difpenſations, =' 

Infinite Majeſty of heaven, who art ever bappy 
1 thy ſelf, take compaſſion on the works of -thy 
hands ; and pity the diſtractions and calamities, 


Wherewith poor mortals are toſſed and turmoiled,- 


What doth _ world afford us; but anxiety-in 
projects vanity in enjoytments, and yexation in dif 
appointments ? Mun that is born of a woman is of 
few days and full of trouble : my purpoſes are bro 
A off, even the goes 0 heart. 0 
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5 appear nothing leſs way the | 
rod of an offended deity, may be —— as f fa. 


quences ofwhatTintended, the difficulty which Ifind. 
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A | 
2998 yt rebuke hoe peat 
as | poſure of my ſpirit, h _— 
u= | furious tempeſt. ; and reſtore my ſou} AKON 2 
or | nefs and tranquillity, which may:capacitate; me for. 
up the duties of thy ſervice and my calligg > 
Jl. Touch my heart with the ſenſe of thy divine ex- 

5 cellencies, and cauſeme to remember, that any real 
{| goodneſs hich is to be found among thy creatures, 
is but a faint ray, a very ſmall ſtream, proceeding 
from the father of lights, and foutitain-of living was" 
ters. O that now at length I may — | 
intereſt: and deſigns,” and may. — 
the end of: my creation; intireh 

to the obedience of thy laws, *. Peg of 
providence à and when others are inquiting, tv 
will ſberu them any good, lift thou up the light of thy 
bleſſed countenanee on me, and make — 
the joys which are at thy right-hand, and: the plea- 
eee, . cement pre 2 03 20128 | 
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| prompted me 9 the fllnving Abet. @ 


| CANNOT longer admire that variety which 
— humours and inclinations of 
r —— alterad the 
— my own, ard e ne e | 
from the former. 
ce Emus daiven: tte vielaice 
of unruly defires, and carried with the tides of un- 
bridled paſſions : ſo that all the forces of my #eſo- 
lution were ſcarce able to keep off ſome dangerous 
ſhelve ; and now I ſuffer a calm, not much les 
troubleſome than the late erm "Thy 
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There is now no le to extend my flagging fails ; F 

| tio deſign to excite and enlfiven nd dull and un- 

Active ſpiritz. O'whata tedious and languiſhing thing, 

N 2 the If of man, when not actuated dy ſome affecti- 
n, and directed towards ſome end. 

r Poubtlets the $z0icks ſhot at rovers, when Wr 
preſcribed an apathy, as the only felicity of mag. 
Our thoughts, like mill-ſtones, muſt be 'alwa' 
{grinding ſome griſt, and, if deſtitute of matter, will 
Net the whole frame on fire: nor will they be en- 
tertained with the pleaſant ideas of impracticable 
-purpoſes ; theſe may ſerve as ſhort divertiſements 
to the fancy, but will not prove a laſting employ- 

your to the mind. 
It doth therefore nearly concern-me, to pitch u- 
. "gr ſome defign, which may deſerve the benſal of 
my - affections, and — the weight of my foul : 
and in this attempt, the moſt promiſing method 
ſeems to be, that by noticeing the occaſion of my 
former deviations, and obſerving the unuſual 2 

of others, I may more warily direct my courſe, 
3 and 3 2 more re Þlid foundation. _ 

-men 0 yg. yet moſt of the world 
continue miſerable, place their felicity 
in an aggregate of ach ui things and circumſtances, 
as either in their on natures, or the way of ob- 
taining them, do mutually reſiſt and oppoſe one 
another, andtheſe fallſhortof their purpoſe. He muſt 

bend hispride andabateofhisluxury,who would gra- 
- tify his ambition; and he muſt hazard both fortune 
and reputation, who abandons himſelf to pleaſure, 
- Happineſs is a thing more ſimple, or at leaſt more 
--otderly in its compoſition, - where there is one 

ſovereign good, and all others fubordinate to it. 
A ſecond error in this matter is, hen we place 
- -our repoſe in that which is not any way in our pow- 
er T to u e aur Nenne en ——— 
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* religion under which I was born, as firſt to ſurvex 

e the method which it recommends, which is, by the 

rectifying our faculties and regulating our appetites 

rd and defires, to exalt our natures; and transform us 
into that likeneſs of the divine nature which 2 
render us capable of the neareſt communion with 
ob- the author of our being: and certainly ſuch a noble 
7 Leſien as this ſeems to bid { fair for felicity, that 
ur if I miss it here, I may quit hopes of attaining it. 
I need not parcel out my pains in proſecuting op 
my affections in enjoying, the diſtant and ill cohe- 
rent parts of a cumulative happineſs, if the ſatisfa - 
Ction I hope for conſiſt in the right frame of my owns 
ſoul :... nor need I be ſollicitous about the ſucceſs 
when all depends on the right uſe af mx o⁹] 
=. | liberty.” I cannot aſſure myſęlf of theſe: 3 
© | profits and preferments, We make up the whole. 
. ˙ A 
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Par n tothat ſublime and-heroic temper 
_ "of mind, which may make me deſpiſe them, and 
make me deſplſe tlieſe A 
with them. Anil leaſt of all need I fear, that the 
. en} 


derſtanding and will, 


happy. / 


own ſtrength 
of that Got who is the author and object of my 


— AP" make me ol 


"CTY 


ll ſouls Who are enſnared 


ti be unanſwerable to my expeRtation, 
There is * that we are ſo intimately _ 
fcious to, as our affections and apprehenſions; 
ſuduld we be much concerned in the rricifitudes 
and Changes in the world, were it not that in the 
preſent circumſtances wherein we ſtand, they have 
power to ſtir up-pteafant and diſmal reſentments i in 
our ſouls. From whence it is clear, that our m_ 
ng rightly compoſed, an 
being taken up with 29 and love of 
infinite excellencies, muſt render competently 
Let me then direct all my actions towards 
that ſcope: and fince the deſign is of too great im- 
portance and difficulty to be undertaken in my 
„let me ſeriouſly implore the aſſiſtance 


expected felicity 28 
Glorious 604. l ut. the ackre! of all the ends 
* the earth, and who alone can fill and fatisfy the 


vaſt capacities wherewith thou haſt endued 6 hu- 


man ſoul: how widely have I been hitherto. mi- 
ſtaken in the propoſal and proſecution of my de- 
fires ; fondly expecting that ſatisfaction from tri- 
fles, Which is not to be expected from any thing 


below thy ſelf. O chat, now at length, the fre- 


quent diſappointmenis I have met with, may fully 
undeceive me; and fince, by a ſpecial providende 
of | thine, my mind is much emptied of all ſecular 


55 N * 
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-C ce - - | 
+ | -eontem imitating thine bei ee 
d lencies: and nde in cis Valley of miſeries there 
d po other way to aſſure me of a Jaſting tranquilli- 

e | ty, than by ſuch a frame and/canſtitution-gfifpiric 


2 R abs 20 hana. k of the moſtdifmal.cafu- 
1- | -alities 3 do thou aſſiſt and ſortify my mind With 


wr | [theſe principles of reaſon. and mon Which max 
es | work me up to an unreſerved and intire re 1 
on of my ſelf, and to ſuch an abſolute conformity | 
to ee 


ir "a9! * 
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: [REFLEXION, 1. 
1 | Occafoned by the Death of a Hind. 


— Croughts of met an: 
ployed in contriving their own'accommoda- 
tion. in this world, from which they ate frequently 
called to remove, before they have well taken.up 
their quarters. | 
- My deareſt friend, whoſe-intereſt- had put the 
greateſt ſtop to the purpoſes, wherein I was once, 
but-too much concerned, and bn whoſe account I 
had with reluctancy enough abandoned it, hath 
ing now left me to the proſecution of the deſign, and 
fre- other worldly interefts ; and hath, T am c 2 5 
ly arrived at that regions of tranquillity, that Ville. 
nde ſent him with objects of infinitely greater value, O 
lar with what pity or diſdain, doth that glorious ſpirit 
his | look down on theſe: 1 entomeßt⸗ Which ate 
ind I - fo eagerly purſued hyp wrangling world |. his 
mindd is no longer darkened, or 1 underſtanding 
cheated, by the gaudy appearance of ſublunar 7 
e e E | 
N __— 
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emmlate thoſe viftues; by which thou wert fitted 
Vero excellent he faicity | Thus to be- 


0 OY. 
+ and utiſtable deßres: theſe ardellt 
Aae of divine love have quite extinginſhes all o - 
ther aflections to his fellow creatures, fave that of \ 
charity 4nd 4 Win.. eiern. 1 7-418 
 'Deat uff how happy Were it for me, DE 


— 
—. 


ore thy rival could not but be pleafing to thee, 
1 yet" r haſt any knowledge of human affairs. 
And chou, O Lord, who haſt called home thy 
ſeryant, from this valley of miſery, where we fo- 
ourn, to — city of reſt, where he is made per- 
we Ny Leds njoying, and loving thy 
ſelf ; 15 my 4 5 with ſuc holy reſolutions and 
deſires, that I may never ſet up my reſt on this ſide 
of Jordan, but may always be panting after that 
heavenly Canaan, and that pleaſures which are at 
thy right-hand, and endures for ever : let me ne- 
ver abandon myſelf to che gratificatidns of my fund 
or inordinate humour: | make me modeſt 
and reſign'd in my deſigns, and thankful in the wer | 


joyments, and n under be ronogt? 
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: xs RIENCE dich tau{eins) that theres | 
E, 510 ider, or 04 of _ ſecure from | 


nd my on "thou ts in wort ſe 
895 Les could Baie fallen into. e Was a wiſe || ti 
Ee faid, that the ſolitary perſon was ber h 
devil: and Tam conſcious of fo little corfotmi ty fo | £ 
angelic excellencies, that I may fear the —— t 
NE FUE ES TAN „ When 
"Oy ns, e ben 


KEE 
When 1 Wa in a chamber, or wars 
lin a thicket; the walls of the room or the ſnades 
of the grove, which confine my fight, * cannot res 
iſtrain my roving fancy. The worlf breaks through” 
mine inclofure, and vanities invade my retirement 
The pleaſing idea of ſome 2 do res. 
uen bollteite me, mak a rims 
quent in my-mind wars 5 — theraſe\ves | 
would be able to do; fince !tis certain; worldly - 
things ſhew finer, winnowed and-purified from the 
adherent imperfeCtions dy the activity and power 5 
Ia luſcious imagination; and how airy ſoever theſt 2 


er 


+» 


phantaſms' are, they carry weight enough to © 
eee enen dae 


At other times variety of affairs do fo throng in 
upon me, that I am like to loſe myſelf in the croud, 


and, through ency of other nee to. fal 
dut of nba 5 my own ſoul; being ſorc' d 
to En any leiſure I obtaitied; in unbending my . 
und and recruiting my diſhpated ſpirits. 
Beſides, in the tickliſh ſtation, 'wherein provi- 
dence hath placed me, I do frequently meet with 
ſuch unpleaſant paſſages, as do exceedingly-diſturb 
the repoſe and tranquillity of my mind. I — y 
ten reſolved” to perform duty, without ſollicitude a. 
bout the ſucceſs, and not tos be anxious about theſe 
evils which I had not cauſed, and could not pre- 
vent; dut I am ſometimes entangled in ſuch per- 
plexing inſtances, that it is hard to fide the marches, 
and determine where the blame lies: being con- 
ſcious of the integrity of my intentions, I de many 
times diſcover, that more prudenee and viger might - 
have ſometimes prevented ſome of thoſe unhand- 
ſome accidents I meet with, which tlie 
troudle and reſentments of hem + nor can I be al- 
together unconcerned in thoſe * man, | 
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Practices, which have hitherto occafioned us ſo myct 


ö 


7 * | 
"Bp common error and fault of thoſe in the ſociety 
3 I. live, altho myſelf were not able to re. 
it. 22 71, 2 Ix; 5g 54 
: There ſearcepaſſeth any day, which bringeth not | 
 Fomethingor other that requireth all my patienceſj - 
and reſolution; ſo that I am often tempted to en- 
y the happineſs of thoſe who live by the whole- 
- ſore ſweat of their brows, without the anxiety c 
heir ſpirit and toil . of their brain. But when J 
_ conſider, that not only theſe poor people, but alſo 
the greateſt part of the perſons I am acquainted 
with, do look upon my condition as more happy 
-and advan tageous than irs; and when I remenv- ; 
ber what a — opinion I had of this, before I made] 
trial of it, I am forced to apprehend, that other} 
vo be as far from quiet and tranquillity as myſelf; ; 
| po therefore conclude, Oat man 15 born unto trou- | 
ble, as the ſparks, fly upwa 5 G W 
Let me then {at 3 of neceſſity, and la- 
bour to ſtrengthen my patience by the frequent, 00 
caſions I have to exerciſe it. i . 
O God, by whoſe infinite power and wiſdom:the | 
goodly order — the world is upholden and ſocieties | 
are maintained, which elſe would ſoon diſſolve and 
| 


ruin, through the corruption of men; pity the di 
order and confuſion which infeſt this ſociety, where 
in thy providence hath placed me: convince 
. -that- our fins are the cauſe of all our troubles. and | 
vexations; and make us particularly ſenſible of 
thoſe jars and mutual animoſities which have a more 
.particular influence upon them. Unite our heart 
in the more vigorous proſecution of the commo 
intereſt of piety and learning. Let no private hu 
mour or deſign put us forward in theſe unhandſome 


miſery, and are never to be ſeconded with bettedl 
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and: obſequiouſneſs of ſtudents, unto us, unleſs/they 
be touched with ſome ſenſe of religion and. virtue, 


make us as ſerious in recommending the one as the 


Other ; e ſo much the more, as all the reſpe& 
they defer unto us, and all the authority we have 
over them, ought to be nnn 725 
concern of air ſouls. 


REFLEXION VII. 


Hen J reflect on the gracious haters ant 
admirable contrivances, where with pro- 
vidence ſeems to woo my affections and court me 
unto piety; I find nothing fo aſtoniſhing, as = 
induſtrious obſtinacy in the fruſtration. of th 
Often have I met with favours beyond my 
tion, and have been rais'd above the reach of 
ambition, and my unthankful humour, became ſo 
fond of the gift, that I ſeldom took notice -of the 
giver.” Often have I met with the checks of oy frm | 
diſpenſations, ſuffjcient to ſtop the career of m 
andfollies: h. had nqt mifimproven them, Unten 
rat ation ofmy guiltiness, by frettinganddifconte; 
And now at preſent (which 8 ſtrange) I am 
Wes with pleaſures, and nauſeate ments: 
ſhort acquaintance with ſome things, w which Tlates 
defired, hath blunted my appetite, and rendered 
e delight flat and dull, Now of all the defires in 
the world, this grief of pleaſures (as Herber? calls | 
ſeemed moſt proper for bertering the diſpofition 
my mind, as wanting the te 1 a diflolute 
wevity of E way! which attends W pipe ty, bat can 
have no Ahoy we reliſh not what we poſſeſs 1 
or that ea and * which W 
* ad nie ; 


” 1 
o 
/ 2 
i 
Y « & 


A | < 14 2 * ' 
nieth adverſity: but were very unreaſonable in a 
condition where nothing is defiderated, which I 
could have deſired, unleſs it be that ſatisfaction I 


expected thence, where tis not to be found, _ 
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"TAPPY is the man, who being fully perſuad- 
ed that there is an infinite glorious Spirit, 
eternal, almighty, true, juſt, and good, who creat- 
50 the world, and diſpoſeth and governeth all things 
by his power and wiſdom, and is infinitely great 
above all that any creature can conceive; and that 
he is to be adored, worſhipped, and obeyed in that 
way which himſelf hath preſcribed in his holy word, 


” . 


per happineſs, thro? the merits of Jeſus Chriſt 


is only ſon, and by the gracious influences of his 


holy ſpirit, and withal being throughly convinced 
of the naughtineſs and vanity, of other enjoyments, 
ig heartily, ſorry that he ſhauld ſo long have purſu- 
ed nful pleaſures, and lived much za Etranger unto 
God and the ways of piety, .and; therefore reſolves 
inſtantly to break off that, courſe, of fin, and ito lift 
bimſelf under the banner of Chriſt, to reſiſt the ſug 
[Hops of ſatan, the allurements of the world, and 
his own corrupt inclinations, covenanting with God 
in ſome ſuch terms as follows .,-? 
. Firſt, he intirely and without reſervation doth re- 
gn himſelf and all his intereſts unto God, devot- 
ing his foul and all its faculties and operations unto 
"his ſervice, and obedience to his revealed will, re- 
ſolving to make the glory of God the ſcope and end 
of his future undertakings, committing alſo we 
Fi ts 1 ad : WR. . 2 
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in the perſormance whereof men may attain unto. 
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the [providence of God, all his outward. enjoy- 


a 
I 
1 


his life, health, fortune, reputation and friend, and 
+ | ſubmitting himſelf unto bs diſpoſal in theſe; and 
I all other inſtances ; . and being ready to part with 
I one or all of them, when God's will or his own” 
* | dutEdoerrquire ili... 
' | * Moreover, he engageth to be more frequent in 
I the duties of God's worſhip, taking ſuch opportu- 
L. | nities of prayer, reading of ſcripture, receiving the 
t. J facrament, and ſuch other duties as his affairs and 
2 conveniencies will afford him; taking a daily re- 
view of his actions, to repent of the ill, and give 
God the glory of the good; and aſſigning ſome ſo- 
at lemn times for humiliation and confeſſion. Like- | 
it | wiſe, he engageth ſeriouſly to ſtudy greater hümt- 
J Itty, meekneſs, contentedneſs, chaſtity, temperance,” 
and watchfulneſs oyer all his ways, and againſt e- 
> || VE temptation, ſhunning all impure fancies and 
i=. defires, and uſing ſome ſeverities as ſhall be requi- 
BY | ſite for theſe ends. Likewiſe he promiſeth to ob- 
ſerve the ſtricteſt and ſevereſt rules of juſtice to- 
wards others; never harbouring any ſecret malice 
8 or envy againſt them; never ſpeaking or hearing 
any thing to their diſadvantage with complacency, 
5 but pitying their infirmities, and ſo far as he is able, 
preventing and remedying their miſcarriages ; that he 
> ſhall neyer encroach upon another's right, or covet 
Ibis fortune, but ſhall be ready, according to his. . 
* power, to relieve the neceſſities of the needy.. ©; -* 
„ That he will ſtudy a more dutiful obſer- 
2 vance towards his parents, greater affections to- 
” | wards his brethren, greater faithfulneſs. towards 
friends, eſpecially the inſtance of giving and re- 
ceiving reproof and keeping of ſecrecy ; that he wilt 
either abſtain from marriage, or elſe propoſe to 
himſelf the right ends thereof, and perform the du 
ties belonging to that condition, Finally, 


us. I doubt much, whether the moſt exquilite 


In 


Finally, that he will be more gern in the du- 
ties of his calling and ſtation, em on his utmoſt”. 
endeavours towards the peace an e of that 
ſociety wherein. he lives, and 321 inen dut in 
all His capa Renz to promote the work which God 


1 hands. 


ie REFLEXION Ix. 


Some Confidrrations and Direftions, for getting and 
maintaining that Tranguillity of Mind, which is fo” 


_@bjaluttly' neceſary to the Happineſs of Man. 5 


0 many are the aflictions and diſmal calualitics 
Whereufito poor mortals are expoſed, that he 
muſt be a great ſtranger to the world, that will not. 
conclude with Fob, Aan that is born of a woman 
it not only of few days, but alſo full of trouble ; and 1 
this'will appear if we conſider more fully, him, ip, : 
| 
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his ſeveral intereſts and capacities. 


To begin with that, which of all things of the, 
world is neareſt to us, I mean our body : to what, 
variety of pains and diſeaſes are we obnoxious ? 
fearce is there any member of our body, but maß 
Todge ſuch maladies as would make our lives a wea-. | 
rineſs unto us: a ſtone in the bladder, a gout in the 
Joints, a rheum in the tooth, yea a little duſt in the 
eye, would create us ſuch trouble, as for the tis, 
will drown all the ſatisfaction the earth can affor 


that ever human cruelty did invent, do exceed the 
pains of ſome natural diſtem And there. are 
few men who leave the world with greater cale than 
thoſe who ſuffer violent death, excepting thoſe wb 


Qing * in a n e . 
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. 
to have their ſouls fuckt out of their bodies witla kids, ; 
Bat altho* health be requiſite, yet it is not H- 
Gent, to make a man happy: yet it is a thing we 


are little ſenſible of, that were it not for the experience 


of ſickneſs, we ſhould put a little rate upon it. 


We have other intereſts to employ our thoughts 3 
and there are few who live ſo abſtractedly from the 
world, but are concerned in fortune, reputation, 
and friends: all which make us become a larger 
mark for the darts of miſery, He whom nature 
hath favour'd with a wholeſome conſtitution, _ 
- be pinched with poverty, or at leaſt ſuffer ſuch 
etriment in his eſtate, as may ſenſibly afflict him. 
And ng? we muſt take our efima 1 = from * 
portion of every man's quality an cargo | 
be may ene want, who poſſeſſeth mor 
than might be rec a competency for another. 
And ſhould a man's fortune ſwell as big as his 
deſires, his dangers are multiplied according to the 
number of his relations: the having whereof, if 
bad, or the loſs of them, if good, is to be reckoned 
among the ſharpeſt of human afflictions. The heart» 
wounding inſtances of profligate or ungrate chil- 
dren, undutiful huſbands or wives, faithleſs and un. 
conſtant friends, can hardly be conceived by them 
who are ſq happy as never to have felt them. 
But * a man bleſſed with all the endear» 
ments of friendſhip, having, beſides the relations 
whom nature gave him, ſome excellent perſon, 
hom congruity of humour and other pur at 
tions has recommended to his choice, by. whoſe 
ſweet ſociety his griefs-may be leſſened and divid- 
ed, his joys doubled and advanced : 2 J confeſs, 
affordeth the greateſt ſatisfaction that frail mortality 
is capable of. But alas] how ſoon may this pleaſant 
Run under whoſe phe pr he N ſel, 
N 1 worms We of W- moms 82% A 
s aipt:by won and weather] buy fan way 


Heath cut alunder that Cloſe knot which nothing 


eiſe could! and then the halfned foul is left to the 
doleful refentments of fo fad à loſs, ; by which 
perhaps he paid dear enough for his former enjoy- 
Thus have we diſcovered ſome of theſe woful 
fountains, from whence ariſe thoſe anxious pertur- 


bations which render us miſerable, Hence are our 


paſſions like the waves of the ocean, that tumble 
and ſwell and make a mighty noiſe, and daſh, us a- 
gainſt the rocks, till we make ſhipwreck of our hap- 
tori and repoſe : yet this diſcovery ſhall profit us 
ittle, unleſs we can diſcover ſome means for miti- 
gating our 05 and ſhielding us againſt the ſhock 
of adverſity. Now ſince no man hath the diſpoſal 
of his own deſtiny, we can expect ſecurity from no- 
thing elſe, than the tempers and diſpoſitions of our 
_own ſpirits, about the bettering whereofour thoughts 
Mould be employed. In vain do we ſeek to ſhift 
our outward condition, like fick perſons, while we 


retain our inward diſtemper, which is the cauſe of 


all our difcompoſure, 


- If then we aim at a conſtant tranquillity, let us 
fortify our ſouls with ſuch principles and reſoluti- 
ons, as may enable us to ſuſtain the aſſaults of our 


diſmal events ; and fince we cannot always ſuit our 


fortunes to our defires, let us accommodate our de- 


fires to the lot which providence allows, I ſhall 
propoſe two expedients which appear moſt proper 
and uſeful towards this end. » 
Ihe firſt is, an abſolute reſignation unto, and de- 
pendance upon the author ofour being. We muſt not 
only look upon God as the ſupreme, uncontroulable 
_ agent Who does whatſoever he pleaſes; but alſo as 
that infinite wiſdom and unbiaſſed underſtanding, 
that governs and ſuperintends on human affairs, and 
who rules the world, not as an abſolute a 
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- | that we ſhould:only be ſenſible of his power, but as 

S | a loving father, that we may taſte of his, goodneſy,. 

5 Such conſiderations as theſe, will both preſerye us 
from anxiety and ſolicĩtude about future events, any 

©, || alſo upholds us under many diſaſters, they make us 

t think it highly reaſonable to commit our petty ing 


il 


tereſts unto the diſpoſal of God's providence, mak. 


4 - : 
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ing it all our work to ſecure an intereſt in his fa- 


C your, and to obſerve thoſe methods he hath: pre- 
ji {cribed to us; and then if any thing befal ug COntra- 


ry to our hopes and deſire, we will yet .conclude 
chat God, whoſeprerogative it is to know future e- 
'* |] vents, may be fingularly favouring in the diſap- 
x pointments of our moſt promiſing deſigns, and the 
croſs may be intended as the greateſt courteſy. . ... 
All hiſtory both facred and civil, furniſh us with 
frequent examples of thoſe whoſe happineſs hath, 
been uſhered in with ſome. diſaſter ; and it is worſe 
Fo if our experience do not afford ſome ſuch inſtance, 
He who ſhould have obſerved thecaptivity and imprir 
of ſonment of Fo/eph, might have been tempted to pity 
his miſery, and accuſe providence, until he had diſ- 
covered how the iron chains that. followed him, 
Us made way for theſe golden ones, Wherewith he was 
* || afterwards adorned. l.. 
ar | He is toomuchſel-conceited, whowillnotſome- 


time truſt his "he's friend with the management 
my of his affairs, ough therein he make uſe of a me- 


thod which were not fo pleaſing to pines Doping 
er he hath ſkill to diſcern, and love to make the moſt 
Proper means. But ſuppoſe the loſs we Fi BU LY 
© I ſuch as no other advantage can repair, yet if ithelp 
ot to diſintangle our affections from ſublunary enjoy- © 


45 | ments, by convincing us of their vanity, and uf 

certainty, we ſhall have no reaſon to complain. 
5 The other expedient that I would bree Pr 
& || 2 opſaining @ Ganguly 3,1 OPS 
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if it depend on ſuch uticertainties. 
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on, to 9 on any ent ee 0 
22 ppiteſs,” I 
e 
ety, 1 our bufineis, a a res: 
ſuch indeed is our o Ace ; under-cro 
like peeviſh children, that t ow all from them if 
00 We become fond of af 

indulge our forrows, and refuſe to be com- 
2 5 But eee is 1 
a meaſure of indifference towards outward 


that the world have not ſo much intereſt in 2 


affections, as that to fay, I am thine, and thou art 
mine. If we love any 2 extremely and cleave 
unto it, we muſt needs be carried along with it, and 
rays bear a part in all it'schanges: when tis in dan- 
, we.muſt tremble; when it is impaired, we are 
e when tis loft, we have ourſelves to ſeek. 
Thus muſt we follow the fortune of world! Rf things, 
if we be wedded to them, and our repoſe is ſur, 


Whereas that happy ſoul, who being fully con- 
vinced of the ſmall fatisfaction each can afford him, 
hath raiſed his ambition to a more noble deſign, and 
makes heaven the ſcope of his defires ard intenti- 
ons, valuing other things according as they are ſub- 
fervient to this defign, will be leſs concerned in all 
thoſe viciſſitudes wheteunto human things are ex- 

ſed: tho” kingdoms ſhould quake, and the earth 
totter, and heavens fall about his ears, yet ſhall they 
not be able to overwhelm his ſpirit, and diſturb that 
bleſſed ſerenity, which the ſenſe of God and the 
teſtimony of his conſcience affords him. If his for- 
tune be broken, yet his heart is not ſo; and ſince he 
deſired à plentifu Weite that he might employ it to 
pious purpoſes, he doth not grudge to want it, know-- 

ing that God en btn with him from ſuch 
ſervices 
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des more wb — perſons to have 
387 it's tight 18 que ien; yet: 

Fithout derogating from the relpodt which we = | 
— a. virtue, inquire into it's original, and 
perhaps find our ſelves engaged to it. bya 
e than men ordinarily apprehend, who 
confound ir with generoſny, k upon grati- 
tude as a branch of civHity 3 whereas, if we trace 
it to the fountain, we may ealy. deſcry ſomewhat 


uf indiſpenſible jutice in the matier to ev a 
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= which we muſt conſider, that he 8 A cour- 
teſy upon another, doth not fo fullyalienate the good 
ce, but that be may juſtly require the ſame when 

' his neceſkties:call — it. And there is no need of 
any explicite compact to this effect, ſince it is always 
to be ſuppoſed that ſuch: aſſiſtances, are to be; re- 
taliated when occaſion offers: ſo he that proves 
eingrate doth detain from the injur'd perſon that 
help to which he acquired a right by his former 
3 and ſo he becomes guilty of theft or rob- ö 
hery's pl it is no ſmall aggravation of his fault, that 
ther includes a er or truſt: a erime that is ; 
july hated, becauſe it deprives mankind of all the 
conveniencies which might redgund to it by am | | 
tual confidence. FTW op! | | 
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HAVE ſometimes wonder'd, that ſo _ : 
a quality ſhould have.got no other name, { 
What cohfounds it with, or at leaſt ſeems to ke 1 
it 2 upon, nobility of blood; which I then 

| e . fas an empty name, adding nothing ofin- 2 
trinſick worth, although in the conſtitution of fome || 2 
Rates it calls for a piece of reſpect, being a kind of || 3 
Hereditary magiſtracy: but upon ſecond thoughts, || 4 
I 

5 

0 

i 
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finding that although generoſity being not entaibd 
to. noble families, yet it doth ordinarily noon _ 
I bega in to a pprebend ſome hidden affinity. 
Nobility 39 doubt, is nothing elſe but lang 
Kreeffon of outward fortune; but it were groſs to 


imagine, that ſuch dull materials as ſilver and gold 
. influence the ſoul ou noble principles: * 
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which their minds are elevate to undervaluing of 


_ riches, and fuck like traſh, the enjoyment whereof 


hath bred a ſatiety in them; as alſo to the proſecuti- 
on of more ſublime deſigns. ; "Whereas on the qther 
hand, pinching neceſſity and toilſome labour doth 


clog and depreſs the ſpirits of poor men, confining 


their thought unto the low and degenerous project 


of making upa fortune; which having once attain'd, 
they become. infolent, and often intollerable to their 


| n 
A this diverſity hecome 
by, a continued ſucceſſion theſe qualities are propo- 
gated ; children uſually inheriting the diſpoſitions, 
as well as the eſtates of their parents, 
4 The properties of generous perſons are chiefly 
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They are ſureſt friends ind moſt placable ene- 
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mies, diſdaining to deceive their confidents, or to op- 


press the ſubmiſſive ; they are much more led by 
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plauſe | others, 9 
„But 


neighbour principle of ſelf-love, | 


the principles of honour, than either of pleaſure or 


advantaye, chooſing to gratify the higher faculty of 
the foul, altho they ſhould thereby difoblige the 


lower; and they will not acquire honour itſelf by 


any indirect means; never detracting from the 


22 


merits of their competitors, nor adyancing therowg | 


reputation. by arrogating the praiſe of that which | 
not their own, ſeeming; to ſet a greater rate on the 
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teſtimony of their own. conſciences than the ap- 
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do not ſee. well how generoſity will mak 
a man quite abandon all ſelf-intereſt to ſecure that 
of another, ſince in that caſe he ſeems by eſpoufing 
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it is certain, that a plentiful eſtate doth afford oco- 
caſion of a more liberal and ingenious education, by 
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more palpable, where 
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it, to have made it his on, and ſo the moſt diſtgeſ- 
ſed actions ſeem immediately to proceed from the 
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nion about the nature of felicf ae 
benen philoſophers, and think they muſt 
have ſhot at rovets, when among 288, ofly one, 3 
. ſcarcely he, did hit dp ont ark c Bur we need not he 
at the pains to look 10 : let us but obſerve 
the practices of this preſerit Ae, we half find er. 
Travagatce enough to pity & me.. 
It were an iifmite la in our 1 
Rderation af! thefe — ch men propoſe to 
* to proſecute,? as thegrand concern of thei 


by In taking a touch of the moſt enmtkadle e 
begin with ſenfual 5 „in whichalmoft ory 
Man. hath an equal ſhare; nor needs it ſeem ſtrange, 
1 lay, that in this the ince hath no advantage 
above the nce that I may inſtance in one 
ſenſe, the firft bath his tafte no more 7 ratified by the 
delicacies of court, than the other hath with Bis 
chear; and it is mach if the queamiſhneſs 
of 4 parnpered ſtomach do not make him nauſeate the 
moſt luſcious daimties, which would Iely delight 
his ſtomach, who is accuftom?'d to coarſer diet, un- 
till a little time had acquainted himwith them, and 
then he would undervatue them as much, if not 
more, as he did his wonted food. 
No for the enjoymerts which telly tickle the 
Tenſes with a ſhort and ignoble delight, and withal 
80 clog and dull che ſoul, many times heaving it in a 


Melancholy mood W 


oy 


- GE 2 46. tn 2 oi a REI? 


will 


© gt | —- a AC. > 


A 


"SS AM 


© 


4 


5 


4 8 . * x " 


-— ro Taq Ft 


a” 


or ow v OV of GO OD EP eee 


ms p_-_ Pas WF 2 *X 


i 4 256 5 


will ſcore them out and put them — On | 


There is indeed a certain gradation of the ſenſes, 
wherein, from che touch, the object whereof is moſt 
groſs and palpable, we may, as it were by ſteps, aſcend 
as it were to the height, whichis more pure, and hath 
a greater analogy with the intellectual faculty: and 
it is not unworthy. our obſervation; that the pureſt 
and ſublimeſt ſenſe is always. ſeated in mo Meet 
Parte of the human bod. 

The next that puts in for tappiriefs i riches, 
which we muſt confidereither-in themſelves, or wi 
relation to us, and ſo attending their intents. Un- 
der the firſt conſideration, their claim is but weak 3 
for why ſhould a man be accounted happy, becauſe 
his coffers incloſe ſome a whereof I am as 
much maſter as himſelf :'if juſtice reſtrain me from 
meddling with it, avarice doth no leſs bind up the 
ſuppoſed owner's hands. If we take riches in the 
ſecond conſideration, then they reſign their claim 
in favours of thoſe intereſts which they are deſign d 
to promote: if they be intended for ſenſual plea- 
ſures, that is already diſcarded; if for ambition, of 
that anon. And by the way it may be noted; that 
riches cannot be uſed but by alienation, and ſo they 
never profit the owner, till they be another's.: and 
if we ſeriouſly conſider, we ſhall find that the rich man 
enjoys no more than his own entertainment, and 
the pains of diſpenſing the reſt to others; a little 
will ſupply the perſonal neceſſities, even of the moſt 

ious, and what is over, muſt be ſpent on his 
domeſtics whom he muſt ſerve in the quality 'of'z 
ſteward ; and if they be numerous, (as a great eſtate 
will require) he finds it a greater buſineſs to ſee to 
their provifion and carriage, chan Ne nge it P 
9 Bim. 

On this pte I think thewae e 
r 3 3 were it not for a 
. 5 Principle ; 
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which depends on the variable thoughts 
ofa ——— and if communicate and made know 
to us, doth undergo tlie ſuſpicion of flattery, am 
indignity no ingenious ſoul can endure; and"! Un | 
dats hers — — Fa 
The ſecond object of ambition'is sabe 
fofe we can admit it to concur to che Happineſs of 
man, we muſt conſider its object and end: and to 
begin with the end, as being primum in imtentione, 
FWould aſk, whether he who looks upon authority: 
over others, as that which will render him lppy, 
tefolves to manage it, according to equity or not? 
if he does not, he is ſubject to a greater tyran 2828 
that which he would exerciſe over others, illis di minn- 
tur in ſumma dominandi libido; and witlial he muſt 
—— Jrwhichivhinind 
for the moſt equal perſon to fecurt himfelf 2 
and a biaſſed man muſt needs fall: but if his mais 
defign' be to hare the republic well gonerrũ, it will 
not trouble him, tho* providence eſfectuste it b 
another hand. None but a fool would envy the pilot 
the honour of bringing himſelf and others ſafe to th 
harbour. And for the object of human power, the | 
greateſt potentate'cannot'oblige me to change my 
2 
Will —_— — 


1 
— 


ee 1 _ 


F c . . aa. > B mw. A 


tolle ery to me: | confes it doch not f eb | 
tle-amize the foul, when it is furprized with che 
rule at che breaking open of thit ptifoni 
whereanto it was confin'd, 1 
ther it de called for to an en 0 
3 womens, wrt 1h" | | 
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8 I do not Sic, that there ae 
that honour and obedience that is deferred unto» 
iſtrates; and it was a ſoleciſm, not in morality” 
aus; but allo in divinity, to call theſe titles of ma- 
jeſty, Sc. wherewith princes are complimented, 
the ſoleciſms of a flattering court: for I think the 
uſe and profit of all theſe redounds no more to the 
ſovereign than to the ſubject, who lives at peace, 
and enjoys himſelf ſecurely under the ſnadow and 
protection of thoſe who expoſe themſelves to the 
ſcorching hieat of envy, or ſtinging; inſets of wick 
ed tongues, if not to the more dangerous rudeneſs 
of thoſe whom equity obliges them to diſoblige. 
And there are not wanting examples of thoſe, Who 
being ſenſible of thoſe i inconveniencies, have retired: 
tom public employments, into the quiet of a con- 
- templative-life, whoſe footſteps we ſeareh in 
. the cell, which we miſſed in the city. | 
It is certainly an argument of a baia, 0 
andi ſignoble ſpirit, for him whom God hath called 
do tho helm of affairs, at the ariſe of a tem res þ 
| quit his charge, and betake himſelf to the 
ol folitude, and leave the paſſengers to the — 
of the wind, fo long as there remains any hope of 
_ fafety. Butas in the world, fo in recluſes there are 
variety of deſigns, Some give themſelves unto the 
. exerciſes of piety : with theſe we ſhallend this diſ- 
courſe, where we ſhall: ſhew that the end of our 
lives, and conſequently our happineſs,” conſiſts in 
the contemplation of divine myſteries. Others there” 
are who content themſelves with the ſeareh of na- 
tural truths, in which I acknowlege more of inge- 
Nous ſatisfaction, than in any ſublunary comfort; 
and it is obſervable, that Solomon, whoſe: great ex- 
perience had given him a taſte of all thaſe good 
things that are within the ſphere of art and nature, 
when he hath told us, _ in other W | 
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bition is to carry office in ſome petty hurgh; 70 


 / preſent magiſtrate may look upon the government 


-ſhall-be: po more room for future deſires 3 and that 


"Tos. 


FRY — 8 vanity, but vexation of pink is 
content to fay, that reading is a . 
fleſn: yet whoever conſiders how little of ts nb | 
we come to know, and how uncertain that little. 
knowledge is, will 'hardly think it enough to deno- 
minate any man, happy. - 

I ſhall make uſe of another. an! medium, to 
ſnew how little ſatisfaction is to be expected from 
any of the things of which we have been ſpeaking ; 


and it is drawn from common experience. Vo 


ſhall ſee ſome tradeſmen, the height of whoſe 


ſhall-ſee a country clown, whoſe: avaritious aima 
ſeem to be bounded. in that land which he manures, 
the property whereof is all he could wiſh.; you ſhali 


{ee à ſchool-hoy, who thinks it were bange: 


nough to be as knowing as his maſter 
but all theſe promiſe themſelves great tion: 
they can reach theirſeveraldeſigns. Mean while the 


„ 10 de 


- of: that city as a burden or a diſparagement unta 


| him; the landlord may be complaining of povef . SEE. 


ty; and the maſter, not without reaſon, of ignorance; 


ſo that theſe things, which look big at a diſtances 
do appear empty when we approach them. 


I ſhall therefore conclude, that the object of hu- 


man þliſs-is ſomew hat above nature, the enjoyment 


whereof ſhall anſwer or: exceed the tion o 
his ſoul, and ſo fill all the corners of it, that there 


this muſt be an infinite T eren en 
boundleſs deſires. i ; 

: The contemplation of thoſe perections doth moſt 
highly advance the glorified. ſpirit, and, bleſſeth it 
with ſolid ſatisfaction. Nor needs it ſeem ſtrangs 
that meer contemplation ſhould put us in — 


| Ae we behold, een our ſenſual pleaſures 
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eonſiſt in the perception of euternal pleaſant objectoꝛ 
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— aal character and rode arawpht:'of Pn 

- tofiiſm, when'one calbd it Venus painted'ts 

the waſte 3 tho it wefe to be wild, that all thoſs 

— unto it did confine themſelves in thoſe 
d.. 2 £144 Fo 

But certainty this noble gaben fene. | 
lime harure, than to have fleſh and blood ſor it's o. 
jeR, = Pans Ip ends 3 $5 becauſe kneaded in b 
I ſhould rather deſme it — onge 

verſe and mutual embraees of enamour d ſouls: and 

Lam much of the opinion, that did not the uncreats 
ed excellencies fwallow up all the thoughts of the 
glorified ſpirits, and the tormentsof hell drown thoſe 
of the damned, there ſhould de more bo the” ENS 
world thay in this, buf⸗ 

Two things there are which make: men Nee 
the! purity of theſe flames-: the firſt is, that beauty 
ſeems to have à great ſtroke in a Platonick choice; 
the ſecond is, that this love ſeldom joineth two 
the ſame-ſex. Theſe objections being ſatisfied, I 
hope it will be a cenſure ſevere exvugh, to call it 
the nobleſt fraifty of the ſoul.” As for thie firſt : I 
would have it noted, that Platonicks do not fornuch 
concern themſelves in the colour of the face, nor 


are they great admirers of red and white, the# they 
e ee — . 
tenance, 


Ew 


terianoe, and eſpecially the look er that” Peri 
whom they affect; and not without reaſon, fince 
ſo much of the humour catt be diſcovered in th 


_ WW = wF == ww 


| it if acgus 
inform him that that the worth of the jewel is no- 
| {| thing proportionable to the curious caſe, it will ſoon 
appear how little reſpect he defers to external beau- 
| ty; and if it ſhould happen, that a perſon whoſ® 
| | good fearurgs firſt commended to his affection, ana 
| ronverſe had confirm'd him in the opinion of cheit 
affections, ſhould afterwards, by ſickneſs or other ac. 
— have their countenance ſpoif d, it Would no 
diminiſh his unalterable love. 
Fes inert the moſt part a ragged hinmourdoth 
dene it ſelf in a diſtorted countenance, and the 
— of diſpoſition ſhines through milder looks; 
I do not wonder that Platonicks are much in che 
\ | , contemplation of one another's eyes; theſe being 
the only crannies by which impriſoned fouls, Rke 
Pyramus and Wie, "ave the freedom of an inters | 
view. 
But it Ade era objection! that Platordicks 
che 8 part affect perſons of different ſexes, 
and as though, were their intentions as pure 2 
their pret are, they would equally eſteem the 
} Converſe of a noble ſou] in whatever body it were 
lodged, I ſay, forthe moſt part, diverſity of ſexes 
5 — up 1 "eramour'd — -for — — it is not 
ways ſo, I think many inſtanees 1 
yet 4 rational account may: be Cera of rg 
-nomenon ; - for other varieties which n 
de obſerved among the genius of mankind, ſome 
there are whom we call of a maſculine temper, g- 
4hers of a feminine ; and from this, ſome men are 
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cord is * = yt harſh; ifborh b other * 4 
cond, it is too flat and dull, . lt 
Js an error to think, that an abolute 
and ſimilitude of diſpoſition doth ſublimate | 
ſections of the parties above the degree of "chk. 
hip. In bodies, a periech likeneſs will never cone 
duce to a perſect union: if one part of the ſcroll 
1 concave the other is convex; two globes will 
oin. If any aſk a reaſon for — — I have 
been 8 I ſhall 8 confeis my ignorance 
| Dan t- concern immaterial beings-: 
and withal I add this hint, that men are moſt 
Hiſpoſed to admire and affect thoſe perſagtions which 
they want, and all other good things. 
990 many naughty affections do ſhelter themſelves * 
under the plauſl title of Platoniciſm, that I think 
myſelk ſo far oblig d to do it right, as to vindicate it 
from afperſions, by ſetting down. theſe characters 
which may nee from all e to A 
name. 
And, firſt, it is purely intellectual, — 0 ar 45 
bove the gratifying of ſenſe. Secondly, it is not 
cConfin'd to one perſon, but will admit of plurality. 
'Thirdly, i it is not impatient « of a rival ; remembers 
ing that goodneſs is communicative, and that the 
lame perſon is no leſs mine, tho thouſands. enjoy 
his comfortable influence. Laſtly, i it ſo far-prefers 
the good of the party to it's own ſatisfaction, as 
without reluctancy to part with the enjoyment of 
the beloved perſon, o it be e 1 
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tion can have no ſuch fuitable; no ſuch advantageors 
object as God. Love is the only thingavhichmay: 
be called ours, any other thing may bs taken from 
us without our conſent, but none can raviſh vu 
love: if therefore we would offer any thing to G 
let us do it of that which is our - ed 
thing can be counted our own, it will follow as 
appendix to that gift: hethat giveth his love, 
with it all that he hath, in ſo far as be FREE 

will, by which he poſſefſeth all things, and it isnot 
poſhble to refuſe him any thing, to whom by love 


we have given our ſouls : nay, ſince it is the privilege 


of gifts to take the value from the giver, and not to 
be meaſured by the event, but by the defire, he who 
loveth may be reckoned not only to give what he 
Hath, but every thing elle, which may e 
loved perſon happ 


7. 
In which ſenſe it is, that one makes bold to fay 


that he who loveth God, doth give God to hi 


ſelf; by the complacency he takes in his happineſs 
and | perfetions, But tho? 


can give or offer to God, and there is none can ſo 
well deſerve it. . 
When this affection is ed jt doth-ofteh 
vent itſelf in ſuch expreſſions as do point at it's ges 
Dune and proper object, and inſinuate where 1 


"Fight placing — and this fi6ble affe. 


this ſeems too big an 
expreſſion, certainly love is the worthieſt thing w- e 
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ww © 34) 
PR” te Ant ng and almoſt 10 | 
terms of adoration, — lovers court one a- | 
4 nother, are the language of that affection which was | 
made and deſign d od. As he who isaccuſtomed | 
— 3 1 to ſome great perſon, doth rhaps unawares | 
accoſt another with the fame titles he is wont to | 
ve him; ſo love, which was born to converſe with 
| Fen Some met his ho-: 
nour another way. In a word, that affection which 2 
calleth. its object a N , ought to have been placed 
05 Rim wha real the exceſs and violence, | 
of his ought to be placed where it tannot de 4 
etceflive.. "And indeed ſo large and unbounded is it's | 
nature, that it needs be extremely hamper'd andill MF” 1 
te in any creature; every thing is fo ſtrait 
for it, but an infinite goodneds : hence ariſeth that 
vexationand diſquiet which accompanies love when | 
it is not filled with an object, to anſwer the vaſt- | 
of it's capacity; ;-hence it is that lovers do hard- 
| Inbrookarival, a and cannot endure that any ſhould © 
- gue? their ion by imitating it; they know 
narrowneſs of their goodneſs which they love,. 
that it cannot ſuffice two, being indeed too narrow 
for one. The love af God is tree of gall. it regras. 
teth not! as much as the want of riyals: love is 
the king of fel: dereliction, a wandering out of our- , 
ſelves, a voluntary death, wherein the lover dieth this, 
himſelf and all his own intereſt, not thinkingo 
ox caring for them any more, and ſo — al- \, 
together unleſs he meeteth with reciprocal affeftion, 
for-then he is revived, recovers a new life, and li- 
veth in the ſoul and care of the perſon whom he 
loves; nay, now he begins to mind his own con- 
cernment, not becauſe they are his, but becauſe the 
beloved perſon is pleaſed to have an intereft into 
them; he becomes dear to himſelf, becauſe de is 
. eee eriſhes 
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one ho either cannot or will not anſwer his Y _— 
fection. Thus do they hazard their own utter run "M 
CE TITER 5 
chance to neglect or deſpiſe their aſſection, or w 5 

death may put an end to all their endearments. 
But happy he who. hath loſt himſelf in divine love, 
where he can never miſs reciprocal kindneſs, for 
who ſhall ſeparate us from the tus of God, whale be- 


1 — 8 by Q 
8 get thereby an intereſt in one another's hap» 
. pineſs and miſery : this makes love a trou —_— 
paſſion when placed on earth, where the moſt for-. 
tunate perſon. hath grief enough to marr the tran«=. WM 
quillity ofhisfriend ; wo? it is hard to hold out mera 
we are attack d on all hands, and ſuffer not anly in 
I | our own perſon but in another's. If God be the 

| | objet of our love, we ſhare in an infinite happined. 
I. , without any mixture or poſſibility of dimimution-g, = 
* wes joice to behold the glory of God, and receive 

rt and pleaſure from all the praiſes wherewith. 

—_ and angels extol him; it delights: us beyond 
expreſſion to conſider, that he whom our ſoul Jo 
eth is infinitely happy i in himſelf, and that all his 
wy We — his Gee. 
othing doth more nat 

us than the love of another; gow, — | 
| a good opinion of ourſelves, we account him a lover 
+ | of goodneſs, and therefore a lover of who 
loveth us; or - becauſe the likeneſs in diſpoſition, 
which wrought affection in them, effeteth the ſame 
in the other; or becauſe the lover doth receive his 
own image into his ſoul, and every one loveth his 
own where he ſeeth it ; or, laſtly, becauſe of the | 
gift which the lover makes of himſelf to the delayed + 
perſon, who thereby is moved to love un wich 2 
dudes nk ae 4, 5s 
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